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•  5.49 It was in the reign of Cleomenes that Aristagoras the 
tyrant of Miletus came to Sparta. When he had an audience 
with the king, as the Lacedaemonians report, he brought 
with him a bronze tablet on which the map of all the earth 
was engraved, and all the sea and all the rivers. 

•  4.36 I laugh to see how many have before now drawn maps 
of the world, not one of them reasonably; for they draw the 
world as round as if fashioned by compasses, encircled by 
the Ocean river, and Asia and Europe of a like extent. For 
myself, I will in a few words indicate the extent of the two, 
and how each should be drawn. 

•  4.45 But it is plain that none have obtained knowledge of 
Europe's eastern or northern regions, so as to be able say if 
it is bounded by seas. 



Approaching space in Herodotus

A map of Herodotus’ world, according to Wikipedia… 



HESTIA Aims

 In contrast to conventional approaches that test the 
accuracy of his description alongside modern maps, we 
aim to: 

•  Identify the different ways in which H. refers to space 
and spatial relationships 

•  Locate H.’s representation of space in its cultural 
context 

•  Develop new techniques for visualizing H.’s world-view 
•  Disseminate these methods and data to the widest 

audience possible 



HESTIA Methodology"

1.  Digital markup of Herodotus’ text 

2.  Compilation of a spatial database 

3.  Database fed into different maps 

4.  Production of network graphs 

5.  Qualitative network analysis 



Source of digital text: Perseus



TEI XML encoding of Herodotus
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HESTIA Architecture



The HESTIA Database

Ref 
location, 
section, 
toponym 

Location 
name, category, coordinates, 
super-region 

Section 
Book, chapter, sentence, 
english, greek 



HESTIA in GIS: all places
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GIS: all settlements in book 1 (Aegean)



GIS: total reference count (settlements) 



GIS: co-reference network density 
(country)
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GIS: coreference count network (physical)



GIS: coreference count network (settlement)



GIS: coreference count network (Athens)



•  The connections 
•  Is Herodotus drawing a relationship between 

the two entities? 
•  If so, what are they? 

•  The English text 
•  Broad translation questions 
•  Specific problem of  proxies 

•  Syntactical issues 
•  Focalisation 
•  Unreal clauses (negative, hypothetical) 
•  Time (past/future) 

Issues with automated network maps



Google Earth
(http://hestia-geo.open.ac.uk:8080/geoserver/wms/kml?layers=hestia:google_earth) 
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Narrative Timeline  
(http://www.nickrabinowitz.com/projects/timemap/herodotus/basic.html)  



•  To be continued… 

•  For results, as and when they occur, go to:  
  http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/hestia/  
  E.T.E.Barker@open.ac.uk 

•  End of project conference: ‘Imagining space in 
texts: developing new analytical techniques for 
classicists and geographers’, 1-3 July 2010 


